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XII English abstracts

dynamics involved. Insights related to this broader understanding are dispersed
throughout his commentary, Ha- ‘emek Davar. Through a close reading of some of
those relevant passages, the author of this article seeks to present a coherent picture
of the larger ideological concerns that may have led R. Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin,
as an influential educator and prominent religious leader deeply concerned with
contemporary tensions in the Jewish world, to the reading of Korach’s story that he
formulates. The appendix notes, as an open question, that the Netziv s commentary on
these issues bears a striking resemblance to the reading by R. Isaiah Horowitz (Shnei

Luchot ha-Brif) concerning Korach and his assembly / Nadav and Avihu.



English abstracts XI

Allegorical Interpretation in Hasidic Teaching

Reuven Raz (Zecharia)

The tendency to interpret the Torah allegorically as a parable of the human soul reflects
the primary aspiration of Hasidic teaching to find dimensions of personal relevance
encoded in the biblical text. Following a historical survey of allegorical readings in
Jewish and non-Jewish hermeneutical traditions ranging from rabbinic literature,
Philo and Hellenistic culture, medieval biblical interpretation, and Kabbalah, this
essay focuses on the innovative aspects of allegory in Hasidic teaching, especially as
formulated in the readings in Ger Hasidism offered by R. Judah Leib Alter, in his work
Sefat Emet. Two central issues in evaluating the role of allegorical readings emerge:
the motivations behind choosing the allegorical mode of interpretation and, in light
of those motivations, the frequency in which this mode has been employed through
the ages. The Hasidic masters, influenced by kabbalistic teaching, yet re-directing the
vector of inquiry from “Above” to “below”, i.e., to the realm of human psychology,
adopted allegorical reading as a fundamental interpretative tool that could be applied
equally to all aspects of the biblical text, including its halachic elements. A case
in point is the new understanding of the idea of redemption formulated in Hasidic
teaching, in contrast both to kabbalistic and to Shabbatian views, and the significance
ofthat idea on the national level and in the human spiritual realm. The unprecedentedly
widespread use of allegorical readings in Hasidic teaching, and the artistry in which
they are integrated by the Hasidic masters are presented as noteworthy innovations

intrinsic to Hasidic hermeneutics.

Korach and his assembly reconsidered by R. Naftali Tzvi
Yehudah Berlin (Netziv, Ha- ‘emek Davar)

Ora Wiskind-Elper

Conventional readings of the events surrounding Korach and his followers (Num.
16:1-18:8) focus on the overt sins and moral flaws attributed to the protagonists. R.
Naftali Tzvi Yehudah Berlin, in contrast, shifts the focus of inquiry to the psychological
motivations underlying their actions. His attention to nuances in the biblical narrative
and his attempt to reframe the issues it contains in a more comprehensive context

bring the Netziv to a radically different understanding of the social and personal
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Targum Onkelos as a Hermeneutical Tool

Raphael B. Posen

The primary purpose of this article is methodological. The author presents examples
of the variegated ways that Targum Onkelos can be taught, with a double purpose
in mind: first, to enable students to acquire a reasonable knowledge of the Aramaic
specific to Targum Onkelos; second, to enhance students’ ability to use Targum
Onkelos as a hermeneutical tool. The two opening sections, “The accessibility and
the difficulty involved in reading Targum Onkelos” and “The importance of Targum

Onkelos” serve as an essential introduction to the subsequent discussion.

Ohev Mishpat — Commentary on Job by R. Simeon ben
Zemah Duran (1361-1444)

Liora Petrover

This article seeks to characterize and describe the interpretative approach developed
by R. Simeon ben Zemah Duran (better known as the author of Tashbez) in his
commentary on Job. Ohev Mishpat is composed of two sections. The first section,
composed of 38 chapters, offers a manner of introduction to the Book of Job,
discussing principles of faith and focusing in particular on the notion of Divine
providence. In this section, the author also presents his understanding of Job’s sin and
the contentions voiced by Job’s friends. The second section presents an extensive and
in-depth commentary on the verses of the Book of Job, utilizing a very broad range
of hermeneutical tools. Despite their length and complexity, the extreme clarity of
formulation makes these passages eminently accessible.

R. Simeon ben Zemah Duran’s objective was not to innovate or offer his own unique
reading. Rather, he sought to offer a variety of ways the verses could be understood
in their plain sense [peshat], to discuss those interpretations, and to explore their
correspondence with the lexical meaning of the words within the grammatical
structure of the verse and the wider semantic context in which they appear. While the
most evident aspect of his commentary is surely the extensive citations from earlier
commentators, Nahmanides in particular, this work is by no means a mere collection
of the views of others. Rather, Ohev Mishpat must be seen as an original composition,

carefully integrating and building on the insights of others.
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“As for the nation, he resettled it by cities”(Gen. 47:21)

The biblical account of Joseph’s economic initiatives, particularly his re-distribution
of the Egyptian population during the famine years, has been regarded as problematic
on a number of counts. At the least, it seems superfluous or irrelevant to the Torah’s
grander ideological messages. Worse, the plan Joseph engineered, entailing mass exile
and urban re-location of innocent citizens, with all the human suffering it implicitly
caused, seems to be ethically questionable. This essay considers the real tactical
motivations involved, additional more metaphysical concerns, and certain crucial
text-critical aspects of the sources in the attempt to shed light on the events this verse
recounts. Traditional Jewish commentary and contemporary historical and economic
theory are brought to bear in evaluating the positive effects of the agrarian reforms

Joseph introduced.

Some comments on the theory proposed by R. Baruch

Halevi Epstein (Torah Temimah) regarding usury (isur ribit)

As a banker, R. Baruch Halevi Epstein perhaps took special interest in halachic issues
related to the taking of interest. This article offers a critique of the historical and
economic views voiced in his commentary on the subject. Recent archeological finds,
modern economical theory, new historical research, and comparative analysis of
rabbinical sources and medieval commentary all suggest that a revision of the theory

outlined in the Torah Temimah is in order.

(These two essays originally appeared in electronic form on the website of Bar Ilan University

in 2001-2002.)

In Memoriam

Parts of an acceptance speech delivered by the author for the award given by the
Ministry of Education for Jewish Creativity, 2003.

A biographical sketch, written by the author’s family.
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is identified as the Temple Mount [har ha-bayit] according to Rashi in the name of
R. Menachem Helbo. The third section considers the reasons the cattle dropped the
Ark in Goren Nachon: from that point the Ark had to be transported physically by the
Levites. This was primarily because the transfer of the Ark from Goren Nachon to the
City of David was a new journey, and not the continuation of the journey from the
field of Pelishtim to Beth-Shemesh. The fourth section reframes the objections voiced
by Michal and suggests they stemmed not only from concern for David’s honor, but
also from interests related to her father Shaul and the tribe of Binyamin. This leads
to the conclusion that the Ark finally comes to dwell in har ha-bayit because that

geographical location belongs jointly to Yehudah and Binyamin.

Listings of the Tribes of Israel

Devorah Rosenwasser

The names of the tribes of Israel are listed fifteen times in the Torah, while the order in
which those names appear varies in twelve different permutations. This essay presents
each list separately with attention to the larger context in which it appears, examines
the variations among the lists, and brings to the fore the primary and secondary criteria
that played a role in determining the specific order of the names in each of them. After
laying this groundwork, the author considers the underlying meanings and values, as
well as the ideological and pedagogical messages conveyed by the variations, major
as well as minor, among the lists. The discussion draws on rabbinical, medieval, and
modern traditional Bible commentary, distinguishing the essential approaches of a
variety of interpretations, and compares the contributions of contemporary academic
scholarship in addressing the issues at hand. Three fundamental criteria are identified
as formative: the tribes are listed either in the order of their birth; in correspondence
with their mothers’ marital status; or in accordance with the formations of their
encampments [degalim]. Secondary criteria include the order of their inheritance in
the Land of Israel and personal attributes of the tribes or individuals belonging to
them. Two interpretive approaches are distinguished: one motivated by practical and

circumstantial concerns, the other guided by ethical and conceptual value questions.



English abstracts VII

order of the verses that compose the biblical text. The disputes surrounding use of this
principle, similarly, are usually perceived as stemming from conflicting ideas about
chronological reading. I would like to suggest a different perception, in which such
disputes may be seen as complimentary aspects of reading. The disagreement among
the commentators concerning when Jethro came to the desert, and the resolution of
this question in the Hasidic approach voiced by R. Judah Leib Alter, author of Sefat
Emet, will serve as a test case.

Most commentators contend either that (1) Jethro arrived before the Torah was given
[matan Torah], as a linear reading of the Torah narrative would attest, or (2) Jethro
arrived after the Torah was given, meaning that the biblical narrative must be read out
of order. The first view would then perceive the relevant verses as presenting an ideal
vision, in which Jethro and the advice he offers symbolize worthy human behavior or
derech eretz deliberately chosen. This behavioral mode would logically be introduced
into the world before the Torah was given in order to pave the way for the Torah’s
higher moral order. The second view, in contrast, emphasizes the practical applications
of the Torah within the new reality engendered after the sin of the Golden Calf. In this
scenario, in response to the reality of sin, appropriate human behavior in the world
[derech eretz], can become fully realized only after the Torah has been given, and in
accordance with the guidance and rules the Torah contains. Rather than seeing these
two views as mutually exclusive opposites, I suggest they may be perceived as two

aspects of a single reality — an ideal and a practical side, both of them equally “true”.

Revealed and Concealed Aspects of the Ark’s Journey
from Kiryat Ye’arim to Jerusalem

Ben Tzion Krieger

This article is divided into four sections: 1. the preparations preceding the Ark’s
journey 2. the transfer of the Ark from Kiryat Ye’arim to Goren Nachon in a cart
3. the events of Goren Nachon [peretz ‘Uzah] 4. the final transportation of the Ark
from Jerusalem to the City of David [ ‘Ir David] on the Levites’ shoulders. The first
section discusses three contradictions between the account of these events in the Book
of Samuel and the account in Chronicles, and the resolution of these contradictions
in rabbinical tradition. The second section examines the rationale King David had
in transporting the Ark in a cart, in opposition to what the Torah prescribes, and

suggests that this reasoning was correct till the Ark arrived in Goren Nachon, which
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the teacher, his direct and indirect role in guiding and shaping the values of those who
learn from him, the influence of his personality, qualities, and presence are considered
from the personal perspective of the student, and informed with the author’s own

respect and affection for Prof. Ahrend, his teacher.

“Remember the Torah of Moses, My servant”

Yehuda Copperman

The closing words of the last prophet Malachi, “Remember the Torah of Moses, My
servant, which I commanded him at Horeb for all of Israel — [its] decrees and [its]
statutes” (3:22) suggest that Moses’ role in transmitting the Torah to the Jewish nation
went beyond merely recording the holy “text” dictated by G-d. This essay identifies
three areas in which Moses’ unique and personal contribution to the formulation of
the text/Torah may be perceived. First, the hermeneutical principle known as kal ve-
chomer (deduction by inference from a minor to a major case), perceived in rabbinical
tradition as an innovation “discovered” by Moses and “approved” by G-d as an
essential tool in interpreting the Torah. Secondly, Moses’ own revelation of a “new”
mitzvah, that of the nullification of vows or hatarat nedarim (Num. 30:2-3), which
came to be included among the 613 commandments of the Written Torah. Thirdly,
the composition of the Book of Deuteronomy, known as mishneh Torah in which
Moses himself transcribed the teachings he had received orally from G-d throughout
his lifetime to written form, and thereby enabled their inclusion in the Written Torah,
mipei Hashem. A wide range of sources and commentary from rabbinical tradition,
medieval and modern Jewish thought are presented to clarify the seemingly paradoxical
contention, fundamental to Jewish belief, that Moses indeed played a central, personal

role in the composition of the “eternal” text of the Torah.

“Jethro came to the wilderness” (Exod. 18:5) —

Chronology and Meanings

Yehonatan Oren

The hermeneutical principle often cited by commentators “ein mukdam u-me 'uchar
ba-Torah” seems at first sight to be a chronological-historical observation; most

commonly it prefaces attempts to resolve textual difficulties by suggesting an alternate
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Moshe Ahrend — Teacher, Scholar, Thinker

Gabriel H. Cohen

This essay was written in memory and in honor of Professor Moshe Ahrend, an
accomplished educator, esteemed scholar, and exemplary Jew. Following a brief
biographical sketch, the author seeks to portray some aspects of Moshe Ahrend’s
world of thought, focusing on issues of Jewish education so central to his life’s work.
Citations from Ahrend’s writings serve as a frame of reference, enabling the author
to reflect on, examine, and compare the ideals Ahrend conceived and developed with
those he embodied personally in his own life’s work. This essay delineates three
central figures or aspects of identity: the educator, the scholar, and the thinker. One
of Ahrend’s major concerns was to define the tasks and responsibilities of Jewish
educators; this led him to develop his own unique Jewish pedagogical method,
emphasizing the essential connection between intellect and emotion, enthusiasm,
and love for Torah. A second aspect of Ahrend's achievement is his contribution to
Bible scholarship and to medieval Bible commentary in particular. Ahrend stressed
the importance of integrating academic issues central to Bible studies into the
school framework, and of dealing openly with the inherent tension between faith
and scholarship, as well as the role of both in Bible interpretation. In characterizing
Ahrend's thought, the author notes his ever-present concern for contemporary social
and educational topics, with attention not only to theoretical pedagogical questions but
to practical solutions as well. Ahrend's personal qualities of humility and tolerance,
combined with his broad horizons of knowledge, made him a true model of the Jewish

religious-educational ideal.

“The man Moshe” — In Memory of Professor Moshe
Ahrend on the First Anniversary of his Passing

Rafi Vacknin

These paragraphs record the contents of a speech addressed to a gathering of family
and friends on the first anniversary of Professor Moshe Ahrend’s passing (November-
Heshvan, 2009). The author reflects on aspects of the student-teacher relationship as it
is conceived in Jewish thought and halakhah, and reflected in varied forms throughout

generations of interpersonal connections well-known in Jewish tradition. The figure of
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