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English abstracts XI

Tales from the Sages for children: A comparative study
of two versions of "Joseph the Sabbath-lover" adapted by
religious and secular authors

Ya'akov Segal and Luzit Odeser

Throughout Jewish history, the tales and homilies of the Sages have been a vehicle
for conveying basic religious and ethical values to listening and reading audiences.
The characters portrayed in these aggadot are role models, whose deeds and behavior
are meant to be a source of inspiration, exemplifying the way a believing Jew should
conduct himself. The Sabbath is a focal point in Jewish life, and every individual is
charged with the responsibility to guard and remember the holiness of this special
day. Hazal devoted a great deal of attention to developing practices that would give
honor to the Sabbath, both in the form of detailed halakhic guidelines and through
midrash and emblematic tales. While these tales were originally directed to a general
adult audience, over the centuries they were adapted to suit other listeners as well. An
innovation of recent generations concerns adaptation of aggadic material specifically
for children. In the course of literary reformulation, each new version presents a
unique interpretation of the original text and invests the story with chosen meanings
and messages. In this paper, we present two adaptations of the story of "Joseph the
Sabbath-lover" (Yosef mokir Shabbat), a Talmudic aggadah depicting that character's
efforts to give special meaning to the day. Each adaptation is directed to a distinct
audience — one secular and the other religious. Comparison between the two versions
of the story reveals significant differences in interpretation of the original source. The
discussion examines the causes of these disparate readings, and seeks to highlight the
interrelationship between the adaptor's personal worldview and the resultant re-telling
of the original story. It makes clear that in their choice of aggadic collections written
for children, educators and parents must be aware of the crucial role played by the
adaptor, and take care that the ideological subtext of the stories is suited to their target

audience.
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severely. R. Zaddok concludes his analysis of that fateful dispute with an addition
story (BT Gittin 47a) in which Resh Lakish sells himself to cannibals, and suggests
that this story too treats the fundamental problem of his sinful past and his attempt
to merit its rectification. In effect, these readings reflect a cogent theme central in R.
Zaddok's works as a whole: the awareness that existential doubt is an inescapable
aspect of human life. The article ends by considering a possible connection between
his philosophical views and his personal biography.

Rabbi Yosef Hayyim of Baghdad's hermeneutical method
in Ben Yehoyada: A multi-faceted and multi-layered
commentary

Michael Gross

R. Yosef Hayyim ("Ben Ish Hai") devoted two major works to commentary on the
aggadic material of the Talmud: Ben Yehoyada (1898-1904, five volumes) and
Benayahu (1905/1990). Both works employ a variety of hermeneutical methods. At
times, his approach is realistic and straightforward, focusing on the plain meaning of
the text with attention to linguistic details, adding occasional stories or anecdotes to
elucidate the message of the aggadah at hand. In other instances, he offers an allegorical
interpretation based on combinations of letters or gematria. Many of his readings are
esoteric, touching on the mystical significance of the Talmudic source text. All of these
approaches are often combined in his commentary on a single aggadah. While the
heterogeneity of the aggadic material itself may have influenced his choice of tactics,
other factors more likely engendered the multi-faceted nature of R. Yosef Hayyim's
commentary. As a compendium of ideas and innovations developed over thirty-five
years of his life, Ben Yehoyada reflects the author's desire to communicate with an
audience of disparate intellectual abilities and educational needs. Perhaps even more
cogently, it embodies the fundamental kabbalistic notion of the Torah's polysemous
essence as a text charged with multiple, simultaneous and varied meanings. In
terms of composition, his commentary is unsystematic; hermeneutical methods are
combined in a variety of ways, at times compelling the reader to shift repeatedly from
one level to another. R. Yosef Hayyim did not reveal the considerations that guided
him in organizing his material. Nonetheless, we can assume he sought to convince his

variegated listening and reading audience of the eternal relevance of aggadah.
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halakhic authority, community leader, doctor, philosopher and poet. His literary
oeuvre, now available both in manuscript and in printed form, includes eighty-five
poems; at present, these have received minimal scholarly attention. Unlike most
payytanim of the Sephardic tradition, his poetry reflects extensive use of elements
from midrashic sources. This paper offers a detailed examination of the methods that
Rashbatz adopted to integrate midrashic elements in his poetic works and seeks to
demonstrate that these literary associations are, in effect, an essential foundational
component and means for expressing thematic and ideational content. Among the
techniques Rashbatz used to create the intertextual dimension in his poetry are direct
citation of midrash; original content composed in midrashic form, such as use of
"measure for measure", analogy (gezerah shava) and other hermeneutical rules; subtle
allusions to midrashic material via insertion of a few borrowed key words or a biblical

verse on which a midrash is based; and allusion via poetic tone.

"Souls as mirrors": Psychological aspects of the final
dispute between R. Yohanan and Resh Lakish, according
to R. Zaddok ha-Cohen of Lublin

Shlomo Kasirer

R. Zaddok ha-Cohen of Lublin (1823-1900) sets out a penetrating analysis of the
final, tragic dispute between R. Yohanan and Resh Lakish (BT Bava Metzia 84a), rich
with psychological insights, in chapter 10 of his work, Takanat ha-Shavim. He held
that the central point of contention between the two Amoraim concerned whether or
not Resh Lakish had repented completely for his criminal past. Had he succeeded
in rectifying and transforming his former deeds, integrating the negative aspects of
his past into a positive, complete present? Or had he done no more than changed
direction, set out on a new path while leaving his past with all its defects unrepaired?
The uniqueness of R. Zaddok's reading lies in his use of the Hasidic principle of "souls
as mirrors". That is, the faults that one individual perceives in another testify to the
presence of the same faults, or at least a shadow of them, in the soul of the perceiver;
it is that reality that is transferred to the other. Using psychological concepts that could
be described in modern terminology as "projection" and "projective identification",
R. Zaddok analyses three scenes from the Talmudic account in which Resh Lakish
and R. Yohanan face one another mutually as mirrors, and considers the effects these
encounters had on each of them. On his reading, they engender intense feelings

of personal guilt and responsibility in R. Yohanan, leading him to punish himself
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Rabbi Akiva dedicated his life nearly collapses when his twelve-thousand pairs of
students treat one another with disrespect. Both are poised on the threshold of a long
period of exile, in which all they have built may be lost. In the last moments of their
lives, both Jacob and Rabbi Akiva utter the verse Shema Yisrael, and Hazal invest
this act with great significance. Finally, Jacob's weeping at his reunion with Joseph
is juxtaposed with R. Akiva's laughter in his vision of redemption beyond the present

reality of exile.

Ramban's use of aggadah in his commentary on the Torah

Nurit Mandelkorn

This paper examines the attitude toward aggadah that comes to the fore in Ramban's
commentary on the Torah. Two parallel considerations seem to have guided him:
hermeneutical and educational concerns. Ramban's esteem for aggadah compelled him
to wage a defense for it in response to those who mocked or opposed certain aspects of
midrash integrated in rabbinic teachings. This attitude is integrated in various places
in his commentary on the Torah, yet Ramban did not consider himself obligated to
interpret verses of the Torah consistently in light of aggadic sources. At the same
time, Ramban expressed awareness that the purpose and goal of aggadah was not
necessarily to interpret biblical verses according to their plain, immediate meaning,
but rather to shed light on some aspect of the Torah's eternal truth. He does not dwell
on the underlying ideological significance of the sources from rabbinic literature that
he cites, as his textual focus is the biblical text. To that extent, the midrashic material
that Ramban integrates in his commentary serves to resolve textual difficulties or to
reinforce his readings. Where Rashi cites a midrash that, in Ramban's view, contradicts
some aspect of the text or of reality, he points this out — not to negate its relevance but

to show that it does not correspond to his own hermeneutical aims.

Foundational elements from rabbinic literature in the
poetry of R. Simeon ben Zemah Duran

Eti Ben-Sa'adon

R. Simeon ben Zemah Duran, or Rashbatz/Tashbatz (b. Majorca, 1360 — d. Algiers,

1444), one of the preeminent figures of North-African Jewry, was an important
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this paper, the author considers the effect that the apostasy of Aher may have had on
the views formed by his prime student, R. Meir, concerning Torah study. R. Meir
held that a person must serve three Torah scholars, "For you cannot know which will
succeed" (Eccl. 11.6). To have only one master — if his destiny proves to be like that
of Elisha ben Abuya — may leave one "orphaned" and bereft of support. Moreover,
R. Meir stipulated that those three scholars must be individuals of status "comparable
to that of R. Eliezer, R. Yehoshua and R. Akiva." The author demonstrates that the
choice of these particular figures is deliberate; each of the three corresponds with one
of the reasons offered (JT Hagigah) as the catalyst of Aher's apostasy. In effect, that
Talmudic account seeks to identify the root cause of his downfall in the particular
point of dissonance that arose between Aher and each of those figures — R. Eliezer,
R. Yehoshua and R. Akiva. Locating and analyzing the critical point in each of these
three interpersonal relationships serves both to clarify the vital cause of his apostasy
and to suggest ways that such dire consequences may be averted. The second part of
paper weighs the issue of Torah learning versus deeds and the question whether it is
permissible, and under what conditions, to study Torah from a teacher whose loyalty
to Judaism has lapsed. To what extent did R. Meir actually fulfill the description made

of him: "A pomegranate he found; he consumed its fruit and discarded the husk"?

The midrashic figure of Rabbi Akiva

Miriam Weitman

Mystical teachings in the Zohar and in the writings of R. Hayyim Vital allude to covert
interconnections between the biblical figure of Jacob and the rabbinic personage of
Rabbi Akiva. Yet in effect, recognition of the kinship between the two originates in a
much early historical period and finds expression already in midrashic sources. Hazal
suggest a variety of cogent similarities between Jacob as progenitor of the twelve
tribes of Israel, who multiplied to form the Jewish people, and Rabbi Akiva, who is
portrayed as the progenitor of the Oral Torah in its entirety (BT Sanhedrin 66a). Their
names are composed of the same letters; midrashic accounts of Rabbi Akiva's early
personal history parallel Jacob's life story, with each figure's meeting with his wife
Rachel. Five other biographical elements shared by the two figures can be noted: a
group of twelve successors; tensions among that group; real or metaphorical death
as an outcome of the tensions between them; eventual restoration and reparation;
subsequent exile. The house of Jacob — in the personal and the national sense — is

nearly destroyed by conflicts among brothers; the world of Torah learning to which
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anthropopathic descriptions — portraying G-d with physical or emotional attributes
borrowed from human life — while adding the qualifying term kiveyakhol. Following
a comprehensive review of rabbinic literature and the instances in which kiveyakhol
appears, the author considers the motivations Hazal may have had, both in developing
such imagery to speak of the Divine and in their selective use of kiveyakhol as an
implicit rejoinder. Two basic explanations suggested by Jewish thinkers over the
past centuries are presented and analyzed briefly; the major part of the discussion is
devoted to a proposed third, "essentialist" approach, illustrated and supported through
various trends in contemporary theology and modern scholarship. It holds that the
term kiveyakhol is sometimes evoked to mitigate what seem to be theologically radical
statements, reframing them as phenomenological or psychological insights focused
on subjective human experience. In others cases, however, the anthropomorphic
imagery that Hazal evoke bears primary, ontological meaning, expressing actual
aspects of Divine essence. Such midrashim convey a clearly theurgic message:
every Jew is empowered with the ability to influence dynamics in the Divine realm —
positively, through ethical behavior and loyalty to the Torah's precepts, or negatively,
through sin. Here kiveyakhol expresses the complex, paradoxical reality of Divine
transcendence and immanence without neutralizing the tension between the two. Yet
the varied and inconsistent use in rabbinic literature of the term kiveyakhol together
with anthropomorphic imagery indicates that Hazal did not develop a rigorous,
comprehensive theological system to house their religious ideas. They desired rather
to offer a meaningful if partial glimpse into their spiritual world and understanding of

G-d Himself and the involvement of the Divine in history.

"If you have learned from one teacher, do not say 'It is
sufficient'": The influence of 'Aher' on R. Meir's views of
Torah study

Yael Shlosberg

One of the most fascinating figures in rabbinic literature, 'Aher' — Elisha ben Abuya
— lived among the third generation of Tannaic sages. He was one of the four who
entered the Pardes but, unlike his colleague Rabbi Akiva, did not emerge whole from
the experience. The numerous midrashic descriptions of his alienation from Jewish
tradition and attempts to clarify the causes of his apostasy attest to the intense interest

his story has aroused, both in the eyes of Hazal/ and in contemporary scholarship. In
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Space and place in midrash as consciousness-forming

elements

Yael Ereli

Spatial perceptions and representations of place are central components of midrash
aggadah and stories of the Sages in rabbinic literature, yet little scholarly discussion
has been devoted to them. An attentive reading of midrash with a focus on spatial
elements makes clear that representations of place are a formative narrative component
and bear both literary and ideological meaning. This meaning is expressed through
intra-textual connections between the territorial dimension, as it is formed in the
text, and the temporal dimension. As a result, temporality is invested with deeper
significance and no longer appears as a seemingly autonomous part of the narrative.
Prof. Yonah Fraenkel's observation that in the literary text, "time" and "place" are
intertwined points toward a new and more complex understanding of the poetic
and ideational role of these two factors in the stories Hazal told. This paper seeks to
develop the insights Fraenkel introduced in his study of aggadic literature. It includes
a phenomenological reading of three narratives, with an eye to the role of spatial
elements in conveying meaning: Honi Ha-me'agel in the cave (comparing versions in
BT and JT); Rabbi Akiva's daughter and the snake; R. Yose in the ruins of Jerusalem.
Analysis of these tales brings to light the particular "place experience" that Hazal
sought to express, and demonstrates the importance that story-tellers of the Talmud
attributed to literary and aesthetic components in formulating meaning. The temporal
and spatial conceptions Hazal developed served as teaching tools as well, and as a
means of constructing spiritual, existential and halakhic frameworks that continue to

exert an influence on our worldview.

The term kiveyakhol in rabbinic literature

Batya Hefter

A core principle of Jewish faith is that G-d, the created world, and the Jewish people are
fundamentally interrelated. Within this ostensibly straightforward contention, however,
lies the intrinsic paradox of revelation itself: the infinite, transcendent dimension of
the Divine establishing a connection with the finite realm of Creation. To speak of

G-d as an immanent and immediate presence, Hazal often used anthropomorphic and
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