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“In remembrance”: A comparative study of the Portzei

ha-derech and Bika monuments as two Israeli sites of
memory

Meira Sharabi

One of the first national monuments to be built by the Families and Commemoration
department in Israel’s Ministry of Defense was the memorial to Portzei ha-derech,
located some fifteen kilometers west of Jerusalem, on the northern side of the highway
to Tel Aviv. Designed by the sculptress Naomi Henrik, it was erected in 1967. The story
behind this memorial is also one of the most fascinating of all Israeli monuments and
has much to teach about acts of commemoration and preserving a sense of continuity.
For purposes of comparison, the Portzei ha-derech memorial will be considered
alongside a second monument that has a very different story, location and form: the
Bika monument, erected in 1972 at the initiative of Rehavam Ze’evi and sculpted by
Yigal Tumerkin. My discussion will compare these two memorial sites from various
aspects, with an eye to architecture components, materials, location, connection to the
historical narrative they are meant to commemorate and, finally, the extent to which
each of them actually succeeds in serving as a site of memory.

In recent decades a great deal of attention has been paid to commemoration and
figures of memory worldwide, and in Israeli scholarship in particular. In a country
learned in battle and in mourning, new sorrows can easily dull the memory of past
ones. Creating a culture of memory as part of Israeli collective identity is thus a
matter of crucial importance. The goal of this paper is not to innovate but to evaluate,
with the aid of contemporary research on memory spaces and the construction of
national memory, the Portzei ha-derech monument and its success in the project of
historical commemoration. This study combines perspectives drawn from study of
history, art, and philosophy to consider some essential aspects of Israeli’s evolving

culture of historical memory.
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The discussion opens with a presentation of R. Soloveitchik’s understanding of
suffering, along with attention to similar psychological approaches, particularly those
of Victor Frankel and Steven Covey; these elements are then applied in our readings
of the two novels. Although this paper focuses on literary works, it offers an extensive
comparative analysis of questions as a predominant motif. In that sense, we seek to
present an encompassing perspective deeply informed by Jewish thought that can be
effectively used as a hermeneutical tool to draw meaning from texts. Central to our
analysis are R. Soloveitchik’s notions of the covenants of fate and of destiny; the
reality of existential loneliness; and fundamental ethical, religious, and humanistic

values such as mutual responsibility.

Hermeneutics of the revealed and the concealed in R.
Joseph Dov Soloveitchik’s works

Avraham Walfish

In analyzing Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik's talmudic interpretation, scholars have
focused on methodologies of conceptualization, assuming that "Brisker" talmudic
thinking is governed by the concept rather than the text. However, many instances
of R. Soloveitchiks' interpretations reveal close attention to textual detail, as well as
return to the plain sense of the text by conceptual resolution of textual difficulties. A
representative comparison of readings of a Maimonidean text by R. Soloveitchik and
by an academic scholar reveals, alongside a shared commitment to close reading, a
significant difference between the systematic linguistic analysis of scholarship and the
more intuitive tools employed by R. Soloveitchik.

The difference in methods of interpretation is rooted in different ways of grappling
with the "hermeneutic circle" which underlies all attempts to bridge the gap between
reader and text. R. Soloveitchik posits an intuitive identification between reader
and text, focusing attention upon significant textual features, namely those that
facilitate conceptual constructions. R. Soloveitchik's employment of intuition and
conceptual constructions in his talmudic lectures corresponds to ideas developed in
his philosophical writings, which are rooted in his response to important currents in
the philosophical, scientific, and religious thought of the late nineteenth and early

twentieth centuries.
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Jews, youth in particular, needed to establish a new cultural and religious identity in
largely secular surroundings. This paper presents the figure of R. Bar-Shaul and the
role he played as an educator and religious personality, and considers his influence
both in his own time and through the spiritual legacy he bequeathed to his students. R.
Bar-Shaul’s own writings are the focal point of discussion, particularly the halakhic
responses he composed on a wide variety of issues. These reflect important aspects of
historical reality and of his personality as it is refracted through his communication
with those who turned to him for advice and rulings. The article begins with a
biographical review, followed by a consideration of letters that R. Bar-Shaul wrote on
the halakhic issue of modesty. They bring to light his loyalty to traditional Jewish law
combined with sensitivity to contemporary concerns, and reflect his efforts to offer
practical advice. The discussion then treats other central subjects in R. Bar-Shaul’s
teachings and persona, such as attitudes toward Oral Torah, the role of educators and

the influential power of personal example.

Contending with the question of suffering:

A comparative study of R. Hayyim Sabato’s From the
Four Winds and Avigdor Dagan’s The Court Jesters
through the prism of R. Joseph Dov Soloveitchik’s

thought

Ziva Kosofsky and Dikla Cohen (Alafi)

Using foundational concepts from the religious thought of Rabbi Joseph Dov
Soloveitchik, complementary psychological insights, and post-modern theory, this
paper sets out a comparative study of the varied ways that characters in two central
novels contend with the existential and theological question of suffering in the context
of the Holocaust. The important and unique contribution of this interdisciplinary
approach lies in its ability to utilize the literary field of prose to create a virtual dialogue
between psychology and Jewish thought on the crucial issues of human suffering
in general and in the context of the Holocaust in particular. Among the numerous
literary works dealing with these subjects, we chose these two novels, Rabbi Hayyim
Sabato’s From the Four Winds and Avigdor Dagan’s The Court Jesters due to the
intense public interest both have generated. This article took form through our own
teaching experience and the methods we developed over the years to aid in making

these literary works meaningful for our students and relevant to their own lives.
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more intensely than others; in some instances outside forces joined in the battle.
Secularization would become part of the conflict between the Old Yishuv and the
New Yishuv, while the rabbis of Jerusalem organized the Shomrei Torah alliance to
establish alternative schools in the colonies meant to strengthen Torah learning and
observance. These efforts did enjoy limited success, but nonetheless, by and large the

descendants of the First A/liyah did not remain loyal to Jewish tradition.

Conflicting attitudes toward R. Nahman Krochmal’s

thought: The Nazir (R. David Cohen) versus R. Abraham
Isaac Hacohen Kook

Shai Walter

This paper analyses the stances of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen Kook and his
student, Rabbi David Cohen regarding the writings of Rabbi Nahman Krochmal. A
religious leader and maskil in Galicia during the first half of the nineteenth century,
Krochmal was a figure who stood on the borderline between the traditional rabbinical
world and the Jewish Enlightenment. His book The guide of the perplexed of the
time (Moreh nevukhei hazeman) raises a wide variety of unorthodox subjects and
treats them in ways that were acutely at odds with accepted norms in the Torah world
of his generation. R. David Cohen envisioned the possibility of including study
of Krochmal’s writings in the yeshivah curriculum that he proposed to R. Kook.
The Nazir’s diary entries, however, record that R. Kook was opposed to study of
Krochmal’s work. My discussion seeks a way to explain this dissonance between
the stances of master and disciple. Through certain biographical details related to R.

David Cohen, his unique stance on Krochmal’s writings comes to light.

R. Elimelekh Bar-Shaul:

Some reflections on the educational aspects
of his thought and halakhic positions

Chaim Bialik
Rabbi Elimelech Bar-Shaul (1913-1965) was a community leader, rabbi and halakhic

expert, and exemplary teacher for a generation in need of guidance. In the wake of

the Holocaust and the founding of the State of Israel, a great number of observant
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outbreak. On the basis on his medical knowledge and biblical interpretation, the
RaN distinguished between natural illnesses whose causes lie within normal human
physiology and unnatural illness which are inflicted on humankind through direct
divine intervention. The RaN established that the Black Plague, whose symptoms
deviated from those of all known illnesses, was an act of God, operating outside the
parameters of natural law. On the basis of his interpretation of Deuteronomy 10:12-13
(the textual theme of the sermon), the RaN concluded that his generation, which had
survived the first outbreak of the Black Plague in 1348, was similar to the generation
of the Exodus. In both cases, those who witnessed direct divine intervention in the
course of nature became uniquely capable of resisting the allure of the senses and
reaching a state of spiritual elevation including the fear and love of God. While the
observations and reactions of the RaN generally concur with those of his Christian
and Muslim contemporaries, his description of the plague and attitude towards it may

contain hints as to the relative severity of its impact within the Jewish community.

Secularization in the first moshavot and attempts to
combat it through education

Danny Spielman

The first wave of immigration of Jews to the Land of Israel began in 1882, in a
movement that would later be called the First Aliyah. Most of those early immigrants
were from traditional east European families who maintained strict adherence to Jewish
law. Examination of the historical reality in the first colonies, however, shows that the
majority of their second and third generations were no longer religiously observant.
A great deal of research has been devoted to the reasons for this phenomenon. This
paper examines the following questions: Did parents contest the phenomenon of
secularization sweeping through the moshavot? In what ways did they try to combat
secularizing influences on the younger generation? The discussion will concern three
colonies, with focus on a distinct characteristic of each of them: Rishon LeZion, Petah
Tikva, and Rechovot.

In effect, the schools in the colonies that were established and managed by
representatives of Baron Rotschild, like those that were established by residents of
the colonies themselves, gradually became a workshop for the creation of the 'new
Jew' whose values were predominantly nationalist, while religious values were
marginalized. The struggle against these schools varied: some colonies opposed them
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Mishnah study as an introduction

to Jewish values education

Yehuda Shwartz

This paper outlines an approach to introducing central values of belief and ethics
in the school setting through study of sources from the Mishnah. Values education
aims to strengthen students' religious awareness and give them the tools they will
need for dealing with traditional sources of Jewish thought concerning values.
Appropriate texts from the Mishnah offer an excellent entrance into the hallways of
Jewish thought. Presented in an interesting and systematic manner, mishnaic sources
address fundamental issues concerning Jewish values which the later literature treats
extensively. My discussion is based on a collection of some ninety mishnayot from
the order of Nashim whose common denominator is their ideational content. These
mishnayot focus not on halakhic guidelines but on values, ethical facets, the meaning
of the commandments, and theoretical aspects of Jewish law. Selected mishnayot
concerning family life are presented here by subject. Among them: the obligation to
raise a family and care for children, relations between spouses, marriage, divorce,
agunah, etc.

Attention to literary structure and linguistic components of the mishnaic text
contributes another important dimension and adds interest and vitality. The selected
passages presented in this paper could effectively serve as a unit of study in Jewish
values education, in Oral Torah, or in Jewish thought. Alternatively, they could be
used as supplementary material to a unit on family and interpersonal relationships, or
as source material for lessons on the place of Torah in Jewish life, with emphasis on

those elements that students choose from among them.

"The Evil Diseases of Egypt":
Rabbi Nissim Gerondi's Tenth Sermon

Hannah Davidson

The Black Plague was both the catalyst and the theme of Rabbi Nissim Gerondi’s
tenth sermon, a sermon clearly written to be preached before a congregation with the
intention of preparing its members spiritually and emotionally for the impending crisis
of the second outbreak of the plague in 1361. The sermon provides a rare example

of a Jewish response to the Black Plague, particularly from its initial, devastating
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