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What is to be regarded as plain, straightforward exposition is a
question to which different periods, intellectual climates and even
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as one of the individuals most commonly identified with the attempt to renew Hilkhot
Medina, or Laws of State. Rabbi Yisraeli would regularly analyze the major events of
the day from the halakhic perspective, and thus in the wake of the Yom Kippur War,
he turned his attention to examining and defining the state's obligation to secure the
release of its prisoners of war.

This paper presents a close study of the halakhic decision R. Yisraeli penned on this
matter (Chavot Binyamin, 16). It analyzes the manner in which R. Yisraeli anchored
his innovative ruling in the traditional halakhic proof-texts and, more specifically,
the manner in which his ruling ‘translates’ an ideological worldview into halakhic
language. In R. Yisraeli's view the state's responsibility towards a soldier it sent into
battle cannot be compared with that of the community towards a regular member in
need. Whereas, at first glance his argument may seem unremarkable, a close reading of
his position reveals the ideological underpinnings that directed his choice of halakhic
precedent, as well as the difficulties met on this path which led to a later reformulation
of his view.
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In the Garden of Postmodern Interpretation with Derrida

and Levinas

Hanoch Ben-Pazi

The question of ‘interpretive commitment’ is one of the most important problems
that a researcher encounters when entering the field of hermeneutics and the vast
corpus of writing about interpretation in our days. Oftentimes it appears that all sense
of proportion and judiciousness has been lost, and that interpretation — modern and
postmodern — has become a realm for charlatans; everyone can interpret freely and
everything is accepted.

One of the basic concepts that make this sharp critique possible is the distinction that
Umberto Eco once made between ‘open text’ and ‘closed text.” To borrow a term from
the realm of Torah learning, we can consider the statement ‘the Torah has seventy
faces’ as the opening that makes multiple interpretations possible and while calling
into question what is legitimate and what is not legitimate in interpretation.

The problem this article addresses is the question of interpretation in the postmodern
era, in the wake of the ‘bad name’ it has acquired among many people. Postmodernism
has many detractors who regard it as a relativistic stance, a position that eliminates the
concept of truth, an approach that makes ethical certainty unattainable, and most of
all as a stance that enables each and every person to propose any idea or interpretation
that comes to mind as a worthy and authoritative interpretation. In those senses,
critics and detractors describe postmodernism as though it had stripped the act of
interpretation of all significance or judgment; in doing so, they depict postmodernism
as an ethically illegitimate stance.

This discussion attempts to direct attention to the depth dimensions of interpretation in
the postmodern era, and as a fruitful and productive discourse regarding interpretation,
through the thought of two important philosophers: Emmanuel Levinas and Jacques
Derrida.

I propose that the breadth of the field of hermeneutics, and the variety of approaches
to interpretation it comprises, were not intended to give an imprimatur to any and
all interpretation, but rather precisely to make an ethical tool available to exegetical
deliberation.

The Translation of an Ideological Worldview into
Halakhic Language: Ransoming Captives and the
Changing Relationship between Individual and Society in
R. Shaul Yisraeli's Writings

Yitzchak Avi Roness

Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli was one of the religious-Zionist community's leading halakhic
authorities during the first half-century of the existence of the State of Israel, as well
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Tosafists as Peshat Exegetes: A Century after S. A.

Poznanski

Ephraim Kanarfogel

In an outstanding and still widely-cited monograph published more than a century
ago, S. A. Poznanski traces the development of the study ofpeshatin France
during the twelfth century, as well as the reversal of this trend in the second half of
the thirteenth century and beyond as seen mainly within Tosafist compilations and
commentaries to the Torah. The present study shows that there was in fact a group of
five important Tosafists and rabbinic figures who lived in both northern France and
Germany in the late twelfth century and during first half of the thirteenth century.
The fine peshat interpretations that they produced are found for the most part only
in manuscript, although remnants of some of these comments can also be identified
in a number of published texts. An assessment of this corpus reveals that these
comments are formulated more in the style of R. Yosef Bekhor Shor (and Rashi) than
that of Rashbam. All of this suggests that the Ba ‘alei ha-Tosafot were more sensitive
to aspects of peshuto shel migra than heretofore thought, and argues for a broader
understanding of the contours of medieval Ashkenazic biblical interpretation.

Interpretive Aspects in Multi-version Tales: A Study of
Three Tales in Sefer ha-Ma'asim, a Collection of Stories
from Medieval Northern France

Rella Kushelevsky

This paper proposes that multi-version tales offer interpretive options manifested in a
hypothetical dialogue among their various versions. Interpretive potentials in earlier
versions are realized in their later parallels through creative adaptation, such as filling
in plot gaps and other poetic and stylistic means. In that sense, every subsequent
version is both a new creation and an interpretive event. The anonymous copyist, who
is often the narrator as well, preserves the basic plot structure of the story as it appears
in the collective versions of past generations, while at the same time re-forming it from
his own historical perspective. This hypothesis is presented via a study of three tales
in Sefer ha-ma'asim, a thirteenth tale collection from northern France: ‘R. Akiva's
daughter and the Snake,” ‘The Cow that Observed the Sabbath,” and ‘A Valley Filled
with Gold.” Differences between each tale and their earlier sources in the Talmud,
Midrash, and the medieval collection Midrash aseret ha-diberot are introduced in
this paper as interpretive clues. They require decoding through a consideration of
their medieval historical and cultural context, yet in awareness of the contemporary
reader’s own subjectivity in verbalizing those codes as well.
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‘Widening the Holes in the Settings’: Hermeneutical
Guidelines in the Bible Exegesis of Samuel Ibn Tibbon

Rebecca Kneller-Rowe

Samuel Ibn Tibbon (1165-1232), known primarily for his translation of
Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed, was also an original philosopher and an
audacious exegete in his own right. His main literary works include a philosophical
treatise, Ma 'amar Yiggawu ha’Mayim (Let the Waters be Gathered) and a long
interpretation of Ecclesiastes. Recent research has dedicated several studies to Ibn
Tibbon, his thought, and his role as an ‘intellectual broker’ of Maimonidean rationalism
[a term coined by Isadore Twersky, ‘Aspects of Social and Cultural History of the
Provencal Jewry,” Cahiers d’histoire mondiale 11 (1968), p. 203.] However, little
attention has been paid to Ibn Tibbon’s independent exegesis.

Ibn Tibbon claims repeatedly that his exegesis ‘widens the holes in the settings’ —a
phrase that relates inversely to Maimonides’ ‘apples of gold in settings of silver’ (Prov.
25:11), which depicts biblical and rabbinic sources as two-layered, esoteric texts. The
phrase conveys metaphorically the connection and influence of Maimonides on Ibn
Tibbon. This paper examines the meaning and purport of Ibn Tibbon’s claim and
seeks to advance our understanding of the hermeneutical presuppositions that guided
his exegetical work.

The Teaching of Esoteric Torah in the Doctrine of the
Early Tosafists in Ashkenaz

Matania J. Ben-Ghedalia

Although, from the talmudic period onward, the rabbis refrained from public exposition
of hidden matters and took care not to initiate the unworthy into esoteric knowledge,
the definition of what should be hidden was not uniform among rabbinic authorities
over the ages. This paper examines how the early Tosafists in Germany defined which
matters were not to be taught to the general public but should rather be restricted
to select individuals. Notably, however, not every topic that is currently defined
as ‘mysticism’was actually considered by the Tosafists to be esoteric. Moreover,
even within the category of ‘esoteric’ varying degrees of compartmentalization
were practiced. This paper identifies three main factors that shaped the attitude of
these early Tosafists toward the dissemination of esoteric teachings — early rabbinic
traditions, early Italian and Ashkenazi traditions, and Christian religious pressure —
and examines how they navigated among these factors in fashioning their policy.
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‘Four Entered the Orchard.’ It demonstrates that Jewish philosophers in the Muslim
period identified ‘principles of faith’ with a broad field of knowledge known as the
‘Orchard’ (Pardes).

Just as an ‘Orchard’ has no defined beginning or end, so these thinkers did not have
one single, orderly, specific, finite list of principles. Rather, they saw the principles
as domains that could be broadened and deepened; moreover, they could be reached
from many directions and through various contexts. For those reasons the number
of principles, their content, and their structure were determined by the context in
which each thinker treated them, and by his purpose in each instance. R. Saadia Gaon
discussed ten principles of faith in his commentary on Shirat David in correspondence
with that chapter’s interpretive needs, while in his Book of Beliefs and Opinions he
divided the principles into ten chapters that enabled him to create a logical structure
that would best resolve all the questions of faith that a Jew might have. Ibn Daud
divided the second part of his book, Emunah Rama, into six principles to create a
logical structure that would optimally respond to the problem of divine knowledge
and human free choice. In the case of Maimonides, the principles in his Introduction
to Perek Helek bear special significance: they are given halakhic status as the factors
that determine who is part of the Jewish religion. Yet despite their importance, these
are not the only principles of faith. Maimonides lists more of them in Hilkhot yesodei
ha-Torah and other places. Hence, treatment of ‘principles’ by Jewish philosophers is
a complex endeavor; it opens out into a large orchard of possibilities with many long
and branching paths.

Maimonides’ Commentary on the Aphorisms of
Hippocrates as a Key to Understanding his Views on
Interpretation

Hannah Kasher

Maimonides’ approach to interpretation of the Bible and rabbinic literature has
already been well-studied. This paper, however, emerges from a perspective that has
not yet received the attention it deserves: in one of his medical works, Maimonides
presented a systematic discussion of hermeneutical method. Implicit in it is a treatment
of two well-known principles: the ‘principle of grace’ and the ‘principle of loyalty.’
To some extent, these two principles oppose one another. The ‘principle of grace’
seeks to offer the most beneficent interpretation to the text, while the ‘principle of
loyalty’ requires the avoidance of any external assumptions about its meaning. When
Maimonides’ writings are re-considered in light of the discussion in his Commentary
on the Aphorisms of Hippocrates, it becomes clear that he has applied both principles
to varying degrees in his interpretations of medical books, of rabbinic literature and
of the Bible.
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language. The discussion begins with a survey of the sources in which the term
appears, presented in accepted chronological order: first and foremost in the Mishnah,
where the term refers only to Jewish society, and later in the Tosefta and halakhic
exegesis, where use of the term is significantly expanded, at times to include the entire
human race and even animals. The socio-historical use of the word is then analyzed.
It is posited that the Rabbis used the word beri'of to address individuals in society and
to channel their thinking and daily conduct, in the effort to strengthen social solidarity
and influence its morals and value system in accordance with the way the Rabbis
wished to shape them. In terms of historical context, the changing use of the term
beri'ot reflects a period in which political changes in the Land of Israel caused Jewish
society to undergo a metamorphosis from extended multi-generation family units to
nuclear family units. As a result, individuals in society were empowered, but this
came at the expense of social solidarity. The term beri'of thus served as a ‘propaganda
technique’” which the Rabbis used to reinforce community values: it symbolized the
importance of social identity and the kinship among the individuals that comprise it.

Separating Interpretation from the Text: Identification of

Primary Versions

Rabin Shushtri

This paper examines a textual variant in the talmudic passage (B. Yoma 77) concerning
a source for the statement that sexual relations are considered ‘affliction’ (inui). Three
main versions of the sugya are found in the direct textual witnesses. Study of those
variants suggests that this is not a case in which a single, original version was altered
by scholars and scribes, as it is inconceivable that a scholar would have switched
the question and answer so aggressively that no trace of them remained. Moreover,
in the case of this variant a common element may be found in all three versions.
My conclusion is thus that what the scholars had before them was a primary version
(girsat yesod) which they interpreted in various ways. These interpretations of the
primary version differ in their understanding of the sentence at issue and even disagree
on its contextual role. Some read it as the answer to a question; others read it as
fortifying the question. This example may be added to other similar instances in which
scholars have surmised that the variants were generated by a primary version that
branched into a number of versions. Philological examination enables us to separate
interpretation from the reconstruction of the sugya’s primary version.

Between ‘Principles of Faith’ and Pardes

Esti Eisenmann

This paper discusses the terms ‘principle of faith’/ ‘principle’ (ikar), ‘foundation
(vesod) of faith,” ‘foundation of Torah, ‘foundation of Judaism’ and considers ways
that the earliest Jewish philosophers used them in connection with the talmudic legend
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Signs of Sensitivity to Peshat in the Collections of
Midrash Halakhah

Meir (Martin) Lockshin

Different works of classical rabbinic literature exhibit different attitudes towards
peshat, plain meaning exegesis of the biblical text. This article examines the attitude
to peshat in the tannaitic collections of midrash halakhah and concludes that we can
find signs of a relatively positive attitude to peshat in those collections when compared
to the attitudes reflected in other works of classical rabbinic literature.

Snow from Heaven:
Hillel in the Study Hall of Shmaya and Avtalyon

Yisrael Samet

The tale of Hillel at the beit midrash of Shmaya and Avtalyon tells of Hillel in his
youth as a student struggling to earn enough to pay for his daily tuition. One day he
did not earn his wages, and was refused entry to the study hall. Young Hillel climbed
atop the roof to hear the word of G-d from Shmaya and Avtalyon. The falling snow
covered him until he nearly froze. In the morning he was discovered by his rabbis
who quickly took him in. The tale ends with Hillel’s rabbis acknowledging his worth.
The tale leaves the reader awed by Hillel’s devotion and dedication to the Torah.
However, a deeper reading incorporating an intertextual approach reveals allusions
to other biblical and rabbinic sources. An examination of those implied sources and
the context in which they appear sheds new light on the tale. A comparison with the
writings of prophets Jeremiah and Isaiah reveals that the snow covering Hillel may
actually refer to the word of G-d metaphorically falling onto him. The beit midrash to
which Hillel was refused entry is depicted as dark, hinting at a darkness that pertains
to a spiritual state. The beit midrash undergoes a process of amendment, and its
occupants learn to treat Hillel differently.

The tale is one of three primary talmudic stories about the life of Hillel; all of them
occur on Friday afternoons (erev Shabbat), a liminal time between the profane and the
holy. A comparison of the tales reveals an important idea that Hillel propounded: the
notion of the Shekhinah as a presence that accompanies the individual.

The Historical and Social Meaning of the word Beri'ot

(Creatures) in Tannaitic Literature

Ben Zion Rosenfeld

The paper examines the use of the term beri'of (n1°12) in Tannaitic literature and
considers the historical background of the incorporation of the term into the Hebrew
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