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The Teaching of Rabbi Simeon the Just and its Influence
on Rabban Yohanan ben Zakai’s Project of Reconstruction

Yael Shlosberg

Rabban Yohanan ben Zakai was a pre-eminent sage (tanna) in the first generation that
survived the destruction of the Second Temple. This paper considers the project of
national reconstruction that he developed to contend with the new reality of Jewish
life, seemingly rendered empty and meaningless without the Temple service. It then
considers the alternatives that he proposed to combat the widespread sense of crisis
and despair. At the epicenter of that project stands the figure of Simeon the Just
(Shimon hatsadik), a last remnant of the Great Assembly who had lived five hundred
years earlier. It was Simeon the Just who taught that “the world is founded on three
pillars — Torah, service, and acts of giving (forah, avodah, gemilut hasadim)”; these
three elements became central in Rabban Yohanan ben Zakai’s vision of restoration.
This paper examines the ways he integrated them in his project and used them in
engendering a new mode of leadership, to be passed on to his students in the ongoing
task of rebuilding Jewish existence. My reading focuses on Rabban Yohanan ben
Zakai’s internal dialogue with the sages of past centuries, from whom he drew
inspiration to guide his own shattered generation and prevent the spiritual and social
texture of the Jewish world from unraveling completely.
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teachers, too, must be in touch with their own abilities and skills, strengths and
weaknesses: they must be authentic individuals who live a balanced, full life.
Through intensive study of many reflections, focusing on statements attesting
to authenticity, we developed an indicator to identify categories that show
authenticity in reflection. The indicator was approved by professionals in the
field and can be used for a variety of purposes. Our results relate to two levels.
In practical terms, familiarity with the parameters in the indicator helps the
teacher write more authentic reflections. On the theoretical level, reflection
through a lens focused on authenticity enhances the writer’s ability to connect
with her intrinsic abilities and personal potential, and can potentially impact
on her professional development throughout her life.

Gifted Students in Teaching: Unique characteristics of a
program for gifted students in a teacher training college -
A mixed-methods research study

Myriam Merzbach, Racheli Zaretsky, Yaacov J. Katz

This study examined the Regev gifted students’ program at Michlalah -
Jerusalem Academic College and explored the differences between students
in the Regev program and students with similar talents who chose to study
in the regular B.Ed. academic program. The research population consisted
of 108 female students who were in first to third years of their undergraduate
studies: 53 students participated in the Regev program and 55 studied in the
regular academic program. We used four instruments: (1) a questionnaire
on study motivation; (2) a questionnaire on teaching self-efficacy; (3) a
questionnaire on study satisfaction; (4) a demographic questionnaire. Results
indicate significant differences between the two groups on study motivation;
Regev students attained higher scores on study motivation than students in the
regular academic program. No differences were found on the teaching self-
efficacy or study satisfaction variables. Thereafter we conducted a qualitative
content analysis on data collected only from participants in the Regev
program who responded to the question: “What was the main contribution
of the Regev program to you as a teacher?” Five categories were identified,
two of them (“widening of our horizons” and “professionalization of our
teaching”) characterizing almost all the students. We conclude with practical
recommendations for future research on the Regev program at the Michlalah -
Jerusalem Academic College.
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The Academic Classroom Program for the Cultivation of
Self-efficacy in Teaching: A Comparative Study

Tsila Aran and Racheli Zaretsky

This study compares the self-efficacy in teaching gained by female students
(N=15) whose practicum was done in a new program called Academic
classroom with the experience of a second group of students (N=16) in a
traditional group practicum. All the participants in the study were in their third
year of B.Ed. study in Michlalah — Jerusalem Academic College. The research
instrument was the Teacher self-efficacy questionnaire (Kas, 2012), instituted
by Kas and Friedman in Israel (2000). We focused on two elements: self-
efficacy in the classroom and organizational self-efficacy. Cronbach’s alpha
reliability measured in the present study for self-efficacy in the classroom was
.852 and for organizational self-efficacy .803.

Data was collected near the end of the students’ year of specialization. Results
indicated that students trained in the Academic classroom program received
significantly higher scores, both in the classroom and in organizational skills,
than those trained in the traditional framework. Our results testify to the
importance of the Academic classroom program to teacher training and its
influence on students’ future teaching career. These results correspond with
studies on self-efficacy (Friedman and Brama, 2010) showing that individuals
with an enhanced sense of self-efficacy are better equipped to deal with
important and complex challenges, both in classroom teaching and within the
organizational framework of the school.

“Personal Voice” and Authenticity in Reflections Written
by Teacher-training Students

Rivka Shteinmetz and Tsila Aran

As coordinators in the Education Department of Michlalah — Jerusalem
Academic College, we have reviewed numerous reflections written by teachers
in their first year of specialization in the classroom. Many of them, we noted,
remain on the technical level with little depth; perusal of educational research
led us to the key concept of authenticity. The concept originates in existentialist
philosophy: an authentic individual is unique, at peace with himself, lives a
full and meaningful life which he has chosen freely. Maslow (1959) famously
contended that teachers must help their students become attentive to the
voices rising from the inner wellsprings of their personality, and to hear
those voices above the roaring world of social influences. We believe that
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summed up in the formula: “failing, despair, repair” (kilkul, ye ‘ush, tikun). The
Creator made a world that was wholly good; humankind was created in G-d’s
image — invested, as Seforno contended, with free choice. Adam’s sin cast
humankind into despair at the loss of their lofty status. This, however, enables
the opportunity of repair, guided by G-d. The sins of humankind affect both
the cosmos and natural order; restoration thus takes place through adaptation
to a new reality. In the human realm, the effect of sins on the Jewish people
is manifest above all in the appearance of new commandments — particularly
after the sin of the Gold Calf and the sin of the spies. This ongoing dynamic
eventually resulted in the 613 commandments embodied in the five books
of the Torah. R. Copperman articulated this conception, gleaned from the
Seforno’s commentary, in his teaching and writings. The second part of this
paper considers some of the ways that R. Copperman applied this method to
other parts of the Bible (Prophets) and used it in analyzing a range of topics
that have received little attention to date.

Freedom and Commitment: In Memory of

Professor Beno Gross

Aliza Bazak

This paper is devoted to the memory of Professor Beno Gross, one of the
most important and compelling teachers that I have had the privilege to
encounter over the years. The focus of the article is the roles of freedom and
commitment in religious life as examined through the prism of the revelation
at Sinai. The fundamentally dialectical personal covenant forged between
the individual and God, as embodied in the expression to “accept the yoke
of the commandments,” was born in the divine covenant forged at Sinai
with a nation that accepted the Torah as binding. In the biblical narrative,
the three parshiyot concerning this event portray it as one of free choice, but
rabbinical tradition reflects two opposing approaches: on the one hand, it is
portrayed as a coercive situation; on the other hand, as a moment of willing
acceptance. My discussion presents five interpretive approaches to resolve
this contradiction, with a variety of equations balancing coercion against free
choice. Three of them perceive choice and coercion as complementary; on the
fourth, coercion is implicit in acceptance; and on the fifth approach, the two
are unrelated: the Torah was given in absolute freedom or absolute unfreedom.
I contend that all five approaches are reflected in the consciousness of the
religious individual and that each reveals a unique experiential facet.
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a commandment was given to the generation of the wilderness and shows
how that information makes sense of what seem to be conflicting verses.
2. The plain meaning of the verses is an essential reading that complements the
interpretations in halakhic midrash. For many learners, discrepancies between
the written Torah and oral traditions deduced from it seem to belie the concept
of the Torah as a unified entity. In response, Rav Copperman sought to identify
the particular function that links the peshat of a given biblical text to its readings
in halakhic midrash. By defining some twelve function of that nature he was
able to explain many apparent contradictions. The discussion concludes with
an attempt to consider some of the reasons that R. Copperman’s interpretive
approach did not gain wide popularity among the Torah learning community.

R. Ovadiah Seforno’s Interpretive Approach as Reflected
in R. Yehuda Copperman’s Teaching

Yosef Ben Lulu

One central topic in R. Ovadiah Seforno’s commentary concerns the Creation
stories and their meaning in the larger context of the Torah. While the Seforno
himself did not articulate a definitive answer to the famous question posed by
Rashi in the name of Rabbi Isaac (Gen. 1: 1) — “Why does the Torah begin with
the story of Creation’ — a sustained examination of his commentary reveals the
Seforno’s comprehensive view of the role of these first chapters of the Torah
and their deeper significance. Over his lifetime, R. Yehuda Copperman taught
and wrote extensively on the Seforno’s interpretive approach. The concept
of “before and after” the Sin of eating from the Tree of Life that emerges
from R. Copperman’s reading of the Seforno bears profound religious and
moral significance. This paper seeks to present it while paying tribute to R.
Copperman’s spiritual legacy.

Rav Yehuda Copperman’s Conception of Peshuto shel
mikra and its Effect on his Reading of R. Ovadiah Seforno

Yitshak Steiner

The interpretive concept of peshuto shel mikra — the ‘plain sense’ of biblical
verses —that R. Yehuda Copperman developed deeply informed his approach to
R. Ovadiah Seforno’s Torah commentary. He was perhaps the first to distinguish
its underlying ideological principles. This paper presents R. Copperman’s
conception that the series of events and their concomitant mitzvot can be
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“Raise Many Disciples”: A Lecture in Memory of Rav
Yehuda Copperman, Tevet 5777 (2017)

Carmi Horowitz

The greatness of Rabbi Dr. Yehuda Copperman z”/ lies in his building an
institution that provides a solid Torah education combined with pedagogical
training; since its founding in 1964, Michlalah Jerusalem has granted
academic degrees to many thousands of young women and men. His career
is reflected in the saying in Mishnah Pirkei Avot, “raise many disciples” (he-
emidu talmidim harbeh). In Jewish tradition, this imperative was interpreted
at times expansively and at times restrictively. Beit Hillel interpreted the
mandate expansively and Jewish tradition generally follows the opinion of
Beit Hillel. There are four preconditions for realizing this mandate, set out by
the Men of the Great Assembly:

1. Hesed — lovingkindness. The study of Torah must be accompanied by the
desire to teach others.

2. Tzni’'ut — modesty and humility. Teaching can be effective only if the
teacher is unpretentious.

3. He’emidu - literally “raise up”; figuratively, instill self-confidence and

independence in one’s students.The responsibility of the teacher to teach
in such a way that students become independent learners.

4. Masoret — preserve and continue tradition. The responsibility of the
teacher is to guarantee that Jewish tradition be perpetuated.

Rabbi Dr. Yehuda Copperman’s life was dedicated to these ideals. They
characterized his very essence and his sense of responsibility to insure the
preservation of Torah ideals and living.

Tradition and Innovation: R. Yehuda Copperman’s
Interpretive Approach

Eliezer Daniel Jeselsohn

This paper describes the interpretive approach that R. Yehuda Copperman
developed in his numerous publications on the subject. It is founded on the
principle, reflected in halakhic midrash, that the Oral and Written Torah
were given simultaneously. Two major ideas stem from this principle. 1. The
Jewish nation received the Torah continuously over the forty years in the
wilderness. This enabled Rav Copperman to resolve apparent contradictions
between various parts of the Torah: he defines the temporal context in which
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