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“The period between the two World Wars was a time of revolutionary change for Jewish family
life in Poland [...] The processes of Polonization and secularization were affecting the youth
in particular,,so that parents steeped in tradition were often viewed by their children as being
hopelessly backward. In addition ,the shift of population to the large cities brought new pressures
and tensions to the Hassidic movement [...] The Hassidic milieu was quite different from the
largely rural setting of the movement’s pristine youth. Warsaw, for example, was known as
the ‘Paris of Eastern Europe’, it boasted a vibrant cultural life [...] Even for those youngsters
who could not or did not wish to assimilate into Polish society, the many active Jewish youth
movements provided an avenue for political activity as well as a nurturing environment, a
surrogate home. These socialistic, Zionist, Yiddishist, and other youth movements were largely
secular in nature and served as a vehicle of escape [...] Defections were becoming increasingly
common even in Hassidic circles. Finally, when we recall the extreme poverty which prevailed
in the Jewish community... we get some glimpse at the problems which faced the Hassidic
educator. It must also be noted that the Hassidic movement had undergone changes since its
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early days [...] By the twentieth century, the appellation Hassid often had more to do with
attachment to a specific community, adherence to its modes of dress and loyalty to its leader,
than with the fostering of inner spirituality as taught by the Ba’al Shem Tov and his disciples”.
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Abstract

The Tension between the Sanctity of the Land of Israel and the
Involvement of Flesh and Blood in Redemption

Avraham Grossman

The redemption of Israel in the Messianic era is one of the cornerstones of
Jewish faith. How will this redemption, promised by the Bible, be realized?
In supernatural miracles alone or naturally?

Throughout the generations, the sages of Israel fiercely debated this issue,
which also affected the question of migration to Israel. In the words of the
prophets, redemption is described as a miraculous event, and this means that
the redemption must be awaited, and that no political or military actions
should be taken to bring it closer. Political considerations were incorporated
into this debate in the third century and continued throughout the generations.
The tension stemmed from religious, cultural and social considerations. At
the center of the polemic was the sermon on the “Three Oaths” mentioned at
the end of Tractate Ketubot. Dramatic developments in this debate arose in
the Middle Ages and in the Modern Era. The spread of the Zionist movement
and the establishment of the State of Israel exacerbated the controversy.
Opposition to migration to Israel and to the establishment of the State of
Israel was particularly intense in the Hasidic movement.

In this article I will discuss only two major events in this debate that have
not yet been sufficiently treated: “The Three Oaths” and the migration to the
Land of Israel in the twelfth century and its historical motives.

Michlol — Pardes Series « Vol. 2, 2018



Abstract

The Concept of Holiness in the Thought of
Rabbi Zvi Yehuda HaCohen Kook

Hagay Shtamler

In this article I wish to examine the concept of holiness as it appears in the
teachings of Rabbi Tzvi Yehuda HaCohen Kook. As opposed to Western
philosophers (e.g., William James, Rudolf Otto and Mircea Eliade), who
consider the divine as separate from reality, Jewish philosophers and thinkers
bring it to bear on reality — what Max Kadushin terms as “normal mysticism”.
Some thinkers perceive holiness as an instrument that does not necessarily
involve a sequence of deeds by human beings commanded to imitate God,
while others view holiness as an ontological concept that deals with reality.
Both Rabbi Avraham Yitzhak HaCohen Kook and his son are of the latter
group.Rabbi Kook spoke of the demand of the sacred to purify reality and
raise its level, though he warned against blurring the boundaries between
the holy and the non-holy. Rabbi Zvi Yehuda, on the other hand, considered
himself among the exceptional individuals qualified to view the non-holy
from the perspective of the holy; he identified reality with the holy. Blurring
the boundaries, he defined the holy as a truer and more complete reality.
This viewpoint enabled him to apply the term ‘holy’ to seemingly non-holy
institutions, such as the State of Israel and the Isracl Defense Forces; he
placed them on levels designated for the ‘beginning of redemption’.
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Abstract

Emotional Hasidic Education as a Response to Secularization in
the Writings of R. Kalonymus Kalmish Shapira of Piaseczna

Zvi Leshem

R. Kalonymus Kalmish Shapira of Piaseczna was one of the outstanding
Hasidic leaders in interwar Poland. In addition to his role as a Hasidic rebbe,
R. Shapira was active in Warsaw as a Rosh Yeshivah, an educator and author
and as an activist on behalf of the religious community. He was murdered in
the Holocaust in November 1943.

In this article I explore the religious and educational situation of
Polish Jewry in the interwar period as it is reflected in the writings of R.
Shapira. He viewed his generation as suffering from a severe educational
and spiritual crisis and responded with a wide variety of tools, including a
highly articulated educational program. This is not to say, however, that his
approach was merely a response to crisis. Rather, it was part of a developed
plan for renewing Hasidic life in general, including the spiritual training of
young people. It is clear that R. Shapira identified a serious problem, which
he discussed with unusual openness in many of his works. After detailing the
educational aspects of R. Shapira's approach I will offer some reflections on
the applicability of his system to the current educational scene, which bears
certain surprising similarities to the reality to which he was responding.
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Abstract

Three Neo-Hasidic Phenomena

Nicham Ross

This article presents three modern instances of affection for Hasidism. In
considering them side by side, I would like to point out significant points of
difference that define them as three separate phenomena, but at the same time
I will note the fruitful benefit of mutual comparison. The most basic common
denominator they share is the expression of modern sympathy for Hasidism:
that is, a view of Hasidism from the outside, on the part of individuals whom
one might not expect to be particularly sympathetic to Hasidism, as an
ideology so alien to their own worldview.
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Abstract

Trends of Secularization among Jewish Religious Youth
Yochai Rudick

How are we to understand the abandonment of religion and mitzvot by
graduates of religious education, after thousands of hours of Jewish studies
and spirituality whose entire substance is education to belief in God, love of
God, fear of heaven, and a life of Torah and mitzvot? This paper considers
aspects of this wide-spread contemporary phenomenon and suggests ways in
which the Israeli educational system might contend with it more effectively.
It emphasizes the need to build a structure of faith on the most fundamental
of foundations, including discussion and demonstration of the existence of
the One who created the universe and guides it. Practical implications include
the need to create institutions that will enable personal adaptation of subject
matter and social milieu to the personality of the student; in parallel, an ethos
of accepting “the other” is needed — in this case, of accepting the student
who does not exactly toe the line and who needs a personalized framework.
The discussion concludes with a call for creative educational thinking that
will forge links between the souls of young people and the world of Jewish
faith in a wide range of ways as part of and in parallel to traditional religious
education.
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