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Remote Learning in Ultra-Orthodox Teachers’ Training
Institutions during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Anat Barth

COVID-19 has forced remote-learning on schools around the world.
The ultra-Orthodox educational system had to face COVID-19 along
with technological, ideological and health issues. The study explores
remote learning in ultra-Orthodox teachers’ training programs, from an
educational leadership perspective. Thirty-six heads of training programs
answered an on-line open questionnaire. Results revels that: A. learning
was operated through phone, manually distributed learning materials and
limited internet usage. B. Systems functioning showed high pedagogical
and staff functioning with some innovative teaching. Nonetheless, poor
technological, logistic, and social functioning required more professional
technological guidance and new assessment tools. C. Teaching training
undertaken by pedagogical instructors enabled continuity for students
in terms of their learning, guidance, and home practice. D. Supervision
functioning began early on during the pandemic and was accompanied
by clear guidelines, while coping with economical, pedagogical, and
emotional challenges. The study offers an alternative cultural-sensitive
solution to remote-learning with ability to reflect and improve the
capability of day-to-day systems.

Keywords: ultra-Orthodox, remote learning, Covid-19, teachers’ training
program, school administration
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— all this in the context of Torah-National-Religious teachers facing the
digital challenge.

Keywords: digital era, teacher's role, religious sector, relevance in
education
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Educating the Screen Generation: Teachers’ and Students’
Perspectives on the Role of Torah-National-Religious Teachers in
the Digital Era

Yael Ben Arza

Educators worldwide are concerned with questions about optimal education
in light of the challenges posed by the digital world. The issue is especially
salient in religious societies due to seemingly conflicting intrinsic values
and conceptual systems. This study examines the conceived role of
Torah-National-Religious teachers as they face the challenges of the
digital world from two complementary perspectives: that of teachers and
students. Its focus is on the Torah-National-Religious sub-sector, which is
characterized by both openness and closedness to the digital world; this
ambivalence is manifest in world-view as well as in practice.

This qualitative research is based on semi-structured in-depth
interviews. Participants represent two groups from the Torah-National-
Religious sub-sector: 7 teenagers studying in yeshiva high schools or
ulpanot (national-Orthodox high schools for girls) and 9 teachers who
teach in these institutions. Findings identify four types of teachers’ role
conceptions in relation to ideals and reality. As for ideals, participants
related to two roles: strengthening religious identity, and maintaining
boundaries. As for reality, the students related to two new perceived
tasks for the teacher: engendering trust and empowering, and mediating
between worlds. While the teachers did not explicitly mention these roles,
they shared with the interviewer their deep-seated sense of conflict, which
impeded them from responding adequately to their students’ expectations.
This study suggests directions of thinking about how teachers’ status and
influence as guides for the younger generation may be restored, especially
concerning the role that students perceived for them of mediating between
worlds. This research also contributes to theoretical conceptualizations:
its findings indicate that the term “openness” is closely related to the term
“relevance” and to the use of digital pedagogy and pedagogy of difference
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Instructional Intervention in the Study of Talmud for Students
in the Ultra-Orthodox Sector with Specific Learning Disorder or
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Shlomo Weingarten and Yehudit Chassida

This study presents the contribution, from a retrospective point of view,
of an intervention program in Talmud instruction in the ultra-Orthodox
(Haredi) sector in Israel as practiced in a learning center for students with
Specific Learning Disorder (SLD) or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD). The learning center is geared to helping these students
integrate into ultra-Orthodox society, which perceives Talmud study as a
central value. Although the literature indicates that the study of Talmud is
a constitutive factor in the future of ultra-Orthodox males, to date this has
not been discussed from a socio-educational perspective.

The study was conducted using a qualitative approach on twelve
former students of the center who are now adults and in some cases
married. The participants filled out open questionnaires about their past
experience. Findings show that the intervention program contributed to
the enhancement of their academic functioning and optimal integration in
their school classes and, especially, later on in yeshiva and kollel, following
the expectations for them held by the Haredi community. Moreover, our
research sheds light on attitudes in the ulta-Orthodox community, ways
of dealing with male students’ difficulty in learning Talmud, and social
stigmas that can result from their learning disorders. The conclusions of
the study relate not only to the necessity of Talmud-focused intervention
programs but also to the accompanying challenges, which call for an extra
measure of social and cultural sensitivity.

Keywords: Specific Learning Disorder, ultra-Orthodox (haredi)
community, Talmud (Gemara), learning society
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R. Akiva and R. Tarpon: Colleagues or Rabbi and Disciple?
Yona Shira (Yoni) Haeitan

In the world of the Tannaitic beit midrash it is usually clear who was the
master and who was his disciple. Yet in the Talmud (B. Ketubot) the inter-
relationship between Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Tarpon is presented in a
vague and ambiguous manner.

The article reviews the sources in which these two Sages of the Yavne
generation appear together and presents the connection between them as an
evolving relationship. According to various indices, including formulations
typical of disciples, phrases signifying honor, etc., it is possible to identify
a process beginning with R. Tarpon in a position superior to R. Akiva and
ending with both figures of almost identical status, in a relationship of
near equals. This phenomenon is quite clearly evident in Tannaitic sources
close in time and place to the era under study. Similar examples may also
be found among later generations of Tannaitic sages.

If indeed the sources reflect a gradual process of shifting status — from
disciple to colleague — this would suggest that the rabbinical society
during the Tannaitic period allowed for class mobility and was founded on
ability and personal achievement (in contrast to the world of the Amoraic
beit midrash). It can be assumed that disciples usually met their masters’
expectations and rose gradually in rabbinic society, yet R. Akiva's unusual
breakthrough indicates the possibility of deviating from the framework of
gradual progress. In addition, this study argues for the reliability of these
ancient sources, as the precise formulations of Tannaitic sources reflect a
phenomenon unique to the period preceding their redaction.

Keywords: master-disciple relationship, Talmud redaction, Yavne
generation, R. Akiva, R. Tarpon
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The Law and the Mitzvah, the Halachah and
“Know Him in all your ways”:
Rosenzweig, Buber and the Hasidic Masters

Aviezer Cohen

The focus of this paper is the Buber and Rosenzweig philosophy of
dialogic. My central claim is that Hasidic thought offers a fascinating
parallel to their ideas, and that this parallel exists not only at the macro
level but at a micro level as well. The discussion includes references to
the gap between these two philosophers and to their debate regarding
the nature of “Jewish religiosity” in general, along with the question of
their relationship to religious observance. I show that the two sides of
their dispute correspond with a pair of fundamental concepts intrinsic to
Hasidism from its beginnings: “immanence” versus “raising the sparks”
and the consequences this has on the nature of the religious work as
formulated in the concept “Know Him [God] in all your ways”. A similar
gap exists between the thought of Rabbi Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Izbica
and of his disciple Rabbi Zadok HaCohen of Lublin.

While Rosenzweig’s position regarding the nature of one’s obligation to
religious law remains ultimately unclear, this ambiguity may be explained
through the comparison to the Hasidic masters and the concepts they
developed. Buber’s position corresponds to the innovative understanding
of the Baal Shem Tov (BeShT) that “the whole earth is full of His glory”.

Keywords: Buber, Rosenzweig, Hasidism, Baal Shem Tov, Izbica,
Jewish law
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Tradition and Modernity: Sefer Keter Torah (Metz, 1818)
Yehuda Bitty

Sefer Keter Torah by Rabbi Meir Lambert (Metz, 1818) is the first book
published in French aimed at teaching the Jewish religion to Jewish
children. Though it was published in the form of questions and answers
according to the model of the Christian catechism, it offers a traditional
Jewish-religious vision, emphasizing the deep connection between faith
and halachah, and between mitzvot and values. However, Rabbi Lambert
must face a new reality never before encountered in traditional Jewish
education: the Jews of France have become equal citizens within the
non-Jewish population. Sefer Keter Torah responds to the challenge of
modernity while remaining true to the ancient sources of Judaism.

This article presents Sefer Keter Torah through a reading attentive to the
various strata of the text, while illustrating the ways in which the field of
education links together knowledge, society, and ideology.

Keywords: French Jewry, Jewish education, textbook, catechism, paratext
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